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up his artillery. Halleek was jubilant and was confident
of capturing the whole of Beauregard's army. But on the
night of May 2Qth there were strange sounds in Corinth.
The rumble and roar of railroad trains was incessant. At
daylight of May soth the town and the country about
were shaken by an explosion, and a vast cloud of smoke
overshadowed Corinth. Halleek had expected a battle
before this, but there was no sign that the Rebels would
come out of their fortifications.

When the explosion occurred, on May 3Oth, Sherman
asked Halleek if he had any idea what it. meant Hal-
leek replied that he had not, and then ordered Sherman to
move forward with his division and find out. Sherman did
so, and lo ! TJtie Rebel works were abandoned, and Corinth
itself was evacuated. On February 26th, Beauregard had
commenced hurrying his sick troops and stores southward,
on'the night of the 28th he had sent the bulk of his effec-
tive force, and on the night of the 2gth, the rear guard had
fled, setting fire to the town and blowing up the magazine.
The Rebel pickets had not been called in, nor even noti-
fied of the army's flight, so they fell into Sherman's hands,
with the ruins of the town. And thus ingloriously ended
the Siege of Corinth.

Following, is Sherman's official report of the capture of
Corinth, dated May 3<Dth, 1862.

" On the nineteenth instant, I reported the operations of
this division in taking from the enemy the positions at
Russel's. After,driving the enemy away, we found it one
of great natural strength, and proceeded to fortify it. Lines
were laid off by the engineer, Captain Kossak, and a very
excellent parapet was constructed by the men in a style
that elicited the approval of General'Halleek. Men worked
day and night, and as soon as it was done and the dense weeks without intrenchments, here ittry, and the Rebels fledline,he brow of in theime Sherman
